Yesterday* 3 first 72 7 crash wan not far from here* Maybe 30 miles southwest* 

I certainly hope there ara none uisoag the victims to trigger the Skolnickcry! 

I I vo boon coping with that stuff for ton days now by phoned broadcasts and it 
hats roaeh&d anti twisted too joany rands, V^ry Many, 

All crashes have strange aspects, The prolixity to a top secret installation 
whose users include dia will footer conjectures because of the radio inatllntions, 

Ian IfoBon- Id raised tl&o question yo.iterday, The* vroather was bad but not bad enough to 
k&tj him ;<nd O’ris from driving hero for dinner, But it was not the kind of bad weather 
that uo&illy posea a danger without other factors causing it# In this case the factor 
was <*l<t>vation. 'Che plans was ranch too low, Thu question la why. Absent coxae reason for 
believing the pilot was unable to broadcast, the obvious answer is that the pilot didn*t 
know how low he was, ^hfeerx^cnliBwliat you have s*&d in the past about altimeters* 

It via 3 not until nighttdse that wo had the unusual for tWLa tine of th* year, 
an electrical otora with it, I suppose a bolt of lightening if the electrical disturbances 
existed then and there, could have prevented transmiasion. Hot until night did wo get 
really high winds although they ’./ore liigh enough for so ue unroofings earlier. 

If the flight recorder is found intact, perhupe there will bo answers# 

% waudex’o include how the pilot 1 a radar would not Imvo told hi» of the solid 
saos before hiza, Ho appears to havo hit clone to the top and fro# the west. Or, ^slightly 
bighnr elevation and he’d have u*do it, From this one could wonder if tlus Hr, Weather 
apparatus could have jafuictd the redor but if so, how could Dulles operate safely? Tlie 
weather true bud enough, by the way, so tiiai the pilot night have liad no visibility at 
all and could not huv* flown line— of-oight or visually in any way, Mora indicative that 
this should not liave been poaoihls is that the area xa part of the Washington stacking 
area, I f vn been stacked there awaiting clearance to laud at National* Most of ny flying 
from iiationul lias taken the plants that way# 

Ifowcvw, X remember my first erp^rienco with an air pocket. It was in the tiano 
mountains but had to !mvc been farthur southwest. It was in a DC 2 in 1937, It nnde so 
such of an impression I still recall the piano arid have a rai vids-oy© view of the oi-at# 

My last was more frights ling, OAT and in the nano general area , loon than 200 e&Icb west. 
It was on -y last direct return to DO frora LA. V/o vrare la the approach, bringing to 
lower froimfhat^vor the elevation )iud boon, wtaybe six vdles. The pilot luaci announced we 
had passed Olv^rlonton, and suddeiy we just dropped, A pilot of 10 years flying experience 
waa in the next seat, never experienced quo like it, h« said. 

From the early reports I imve a hunch tliiit thu pilot became aware just a fraction 
of a E&jiutts too lute to rise because the tail broke off first* was found to the west of 
tho raat, Hkker. m tiiink it hit first. Or, liko Chicago, perhaps an attempt to rise too 
rapidly caused a stall. 

Anyway, it also rewinds m that the xrienk waif Jiad often spoken of agency places 
in that area, I*d not then, known of than, Ono of which she is not t?ie only one to have 
told tie apparently was fixed up for the R & R anti entertaining of homosexuals. 

That is the third underground ia communication:’, cantor of wliich l f vo heard in t)ds 
uroa, Ons appears to bo ojierated by the phono company, Maybe five alias north of where w© 
used to live, Five stories underground, I 4 v<f been told. It is supjxniedly sccrot, Tlien the 
place tliat is referred to as Ft, Ritchio, which is in Ibryland near Ibigoratmm, isn f t. It 
ia part of that complex but is i 3 actuxiliy at Kavon Rock, wlioro years ago a noun tain 
was diseabowelled for a ” second ibnta^jon 1 ' in case of nuclear attack# It was probably th*^ 
causQ of most of tlxosc ruJbaoua helicopter overflights. And iiitchie? t wliich \im a military 
intolli^nco hum in World War II, since then has had CIA and «dSC functions, I rutlior suo- 
poct they all have laoro tJiun one ^xu'poso and use. Including Mt, V/cather, 1 x 3 closo to 
Langley by road, uore by oliop^r. Bent, HW 


